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363) Theories abound on the causes of war. This reality has tempted the
view that warfare cannot be satisfactorily explained because the many
theories produce a messy cocktail of ideas rather than the single,
coherent answer that Einstein hoped to get from Freud. There is
certainly no consensus among those from all the major human sciences
who have tried to explain the cause of war over the past century.
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364) The obvious conclusion is that there is no single or straightforward
cause to explain the persistence of warfare throughout the human past:
the effort to construct a monocausal explanation for war is futile. That
does not mean warfare cannot be explained, simply that there are
multiple explanations, dependent on time and place, just as collective
violence defined as warfare has varied widely through time, from lethal
early skirmishes and ambushes in the Paleolithic to the threat of
thermonuclear obliteration in the present century.
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365) The absence of consensus is clear in the attempt by scholars across
the disciplines to demonstrate that warfare is an evolutionary aberration,
largely absent for pre-state humans and in the historic period no more
than an interruption of peace. Such approaches are driven by the need
to prove that peace is 'normal’, not war.
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